The Roman Catholic Parishes of
St. Margaret Mary, Herscher
St. James the Apostle, Irwin
Sacred Heart, Goodrich

THE DEDICATION OF THE LATERAN BASILICA NOVEMBER 8-9, 2025
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“To dedicate or consecrate” a place to God is a ritual that is found in every religion. To “reserve” a place to God is an act of recognizing His glory
and honor.

When the Emperor Constantine granted full liberty to Christians in 313, they did not spare in order to construct places for the Lord — numerous are
the churches constructed at that time. Constantine himself also constructed churches, one of which he was a magnificent basilica on the Caelian
Hill in Rome, over the ancient Lateran Palace, which Pope Sylvester | dedicated to Christ the Savior (318 or 324). A chape! dedicated to Saint John
the Baptist was built inside it which served as the baptistry. This moved Pope Sergius Il to dedicate it to Saint John the Baptist as well. Lastly, Pope
Lucius Il also dedicated it to Saint John the Evangelist in the 12th century. Thus, the name of this Papal Basilica is the Basilica of the Most Holy Sav-
ior and of Saints John the Baptist and John the Evangelist in the Lateran. Christians consider the Basilica to be the mother church of all churches in
the world.

The church was destroyed several times in the course of the centuries, and always rebuilt. The final reconstruction took place under the pontificate
of Benedict XIII. The church was rededicated in 1724. It was at that time that the feast celebrated today was established and extended to the
universal Church.
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Weekend Masses: I, Confessions: |
lSt. Margaret Mary  Sat. 5:00 pm Sun. 10:30 am IISt. Margaret Mary Sat. 4:15 pm 1
ISacred Heart Sun. 7:30 am I|Sacred Heart Sun. 7:05-7:20 am |
| St. James Sun 9:00 am I|St. James Sun 8:35-8:50 am |
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Church Mailing Address: 207 E. 5th Street Herscher, IL 60941 Phone: 815-426-2550




Quotable: “Be angry and sin not.”

—Saint Paul to the Ephesians (4:26)

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

November 15-16, 2025

Monday, Nov. 10 (SMM)
8:00 am +Donna Ruder (Jackie Eberle)

Tuesday, Nov. 11 (SH)

Liturgical St. Margaret Mary Sacred Heart St. James St. Margaret Mary
Schedule Saturday, Nov. 15 Sunday, Nov. 16 Sunday, Nov. 16 Sunday, Nov. 16
5:00 pm 7:30 am 9:00 am 10:30 am
Celebrant Fr.Ron Fr. Ron Fr. Ron Fr. Ron
Ushers Dave Emling Daryl Ferris Youth Mass Youth Mass
Roger Jensen Kyle Ferris
Brett Buza
Gery Wright
Lector Hillary Smith Alicia Kirkpatrick Youth Mass Youth Mass
Eucharistic Hollie Lovell
Minister
Servers Youth Mass
Greeters Greeter—Youth Mass Youth Mass
R. Leader—Reatt Gohlke
Mass Intentions for the Week A Look Ahead

8:00 am

8:00 am

8:00 am

Friday, Nov. 14

No Mass

Wednesday, Nov. 12  (SJ)

No Mass

(SMmM)
No Mass

Wed., Nov. 12—Sacred Heart Cash Bash committee
meeting parish hall 6:30 pm

Wed., Nov. 12—No Adult Ed Class

Nov. 15-16- Parish Mission Weekend Liturgies
Nov. 16/19—Mission Services 7pm

Saturday, Nov. 22—SH Cash Bash 4-8pm

Mon., Nov. 24— SMM CCW meeting 7pm

Tues., Dec. 9—SH CCW Christmas Party

Pastor— Fr. Ron Neitzke- 815-426-2550

Saturday, Nov.15 (SMM)

5:00 pm For All the Parish Family
Sunday, Nov. 16
7:30am (SH)  +Emma King (Dale/Marilyn Pfeiffer)

+Harry Phillips (Jackie Cross & Family)
+Harold & Louise Devine & Laurie Hansen
(Gary Devine)

+James & Eleanor McBarnes (Larry/Janice
O’Connor)

9:00 am (SJ)

10:30 am (SMM) +Dr. Dubravec (His Family)
+Rudy Splear (Marcia Johnson)

Question of the week:
This coming week, how can | let God’s grace flow through me to bring
life to someone who's parched or empty in some way?

Deacon — Ron Gagnon— rjgckg@aol.com
Home—815-933-4077
Parish Email - smm_sja_sh@yahoo.com
TriParish web page - www.triparishcatholics.org
Like us on Facebook triparishcatholic communities
Tri Parish Church office —Barb Riker 426-2550
Julie Bisaillon 426-2550
Bulletin — Debbie Jensen - 426-2550
debjen04@gmail.com
Religious Education -
St. MM - Jill Fulton jfuiton.stmm@gmail.com
Sacred Heart — Rhonda Berns — 426-5015
St. James—Tanhya Osenga tosenga81@gmail.com
Parish Nurse - Jackie Eberle — 815-421-4048
Prayer Line—
SMM -Janice 815-426-2574 Jdstreefarms@aol.com
St. James— Mary Offerman-602-670-8888 (call or text)
Sacred Heart-Marilyn Pfeiffer 815-955-8246 (call or text)
Terri Weakley— 815-514-8171




Collections Weekend of November 1-2, 2025
St. Margaret Mary—5$3,002
Sacred Heart—5881
St. James—S2,524
Thank you for your generosity!
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Community Thanksgiving

On behalf of the Council of Churches, Trinity Lutheran Church will
host the annual Community Thanksgiving Service on Sunday,
November 23 at 7:00 pm. A community choir will sing and we
welicome your voices. Choir practice will be held Sunday, November
16 at 7:00 pm and Sunday, November 23 at 6:00 pm prior to the
service.

A free will offering will be taken to benefit the Council’s ministry
which includes Meals on Wheels, holiday food baskets for the
needy, emergency food assistance, senior luncheons, and welcome
packets for new residents. Refreshments will be served following the
service. Please come and join us!
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B it is getting close to the St. James
Christmas Pageant and Basket
Raffle! They are ready to accept

A your donations of raffle baskets or

items for baskets. The items and
baskets are needed by November 23. Please reach out to Tanhya

for more information.

Gospe! Shorts - From Mouthing to Ministry

We can find it terribly easy in our faith to “go through the motions.’
By the time Jesus arrived on the scene in first—century Palestine, the
same thing had happened to the Pharisees and Sadducees. Rather
than creatively engaging in ministry, they were caught up in the an-
cient theological equivalent of “how many angels can dance on the
head of a pin?” In their case, the question, designed to divert Jesus
from effective teaching and ministry, was, “In a case of multiple mar-
riages, to whom are we actually married when we meet up with all
these former spouses in heaven?” Too often, we, too, find ourselves
dealing with arcane questions that divert us from ministry. And the
questions may spring from our back-grounds: we find ourselves as
Traditionalists or Christian Secularists or the Walking Wounded. And
by staying in those groups, we never move on from mouthing minis-
try to actually doing ministry But we can, if we begin to burn up for
Christ, patch up with Christ, and sign up with Christ. Then, the pe-
ripheral questions no longer matter as much. Instead, we can get on

Parish News:

All Parishes—

= | markflyour p. i/ 0 | Our Tri Parish Mission
mark alann’
l.” i “’f[ ! will begin the weekend of Nov.

15-16 with evening sessions on Sunday, Monday , and
Tuesday. Details on page 4.

= Adult Ed class will not meet on Nov. 12.

= Tri-Parish Office Hours— Qur office hours are Monday,
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday 9am—12 pm.

St. Margaret Mary-
=
St. James-

= St. James Religious Ed has prepared Mass Busy Bags for
preschoolers. They are located in the church entrance and
should be returned there after Mass. Pick one up and
check these out!

We will be collecting donations of winter weather wear at
St. James through mid November. Thank you for your gen-
erosity to help those in need

Sacred Heart-

= Anyone wishing to donate a finished basket for the
basket raffle at the “Fall Cash Bash” or an item for the
silent/live auction, please make sure to include a list all
the items in the basket along with your name on a paper
and place it on the outside of the basket. All donations
can be placed on the bar in the hall. Thanks again for
your generosity!

= Sacred Heart Church is selling tickets for their "Fall Cash
Bash" which will take place Sat., November 22 from 4p.m.
till 8 p.m. in the church hall. Tickets are $50 a piece and
will admit 2 adults with a chance of a 1st Prize of $1,500
or $500 2nd Prize.

The week of November 8th, the Blessed Virgin Mary can-
dle burns in prayer for all veterans - living and deceased
and the St. Joseph candle burns in appreciation for Honor
Flight Chicago and their dedication to our veterans.

with ministry, not mouthing.
St. Margaret Mary Ladies—
Please sigh up in the
church entrance to bring a
dessert for the mission
fellowship time on

Sunday, November 16 and

Wednesday, November 19.

Please pray for the repose of the soul of
+Evelyn Weber

mother of Mary Jane Down, Paula (Pat) O’Connor,
and Brenda (Rick) Adams

grandmother of Brian Down

S’}W

May Evelyn and all the faithful departed rest in eternal peace.




‘ From the Pastor s Pent Nov. 8-9, 2025

Obscure saint of the week: St. Benignus of Armagh (Nov. 9) was the son of the Irish chieftain Sesenen in County
Meat. He was baptized by and a disciple of Saint Patrick, accompanying him in his travels and missions. Benignus was a
noted choral singer and arranger for liturgical music; he was called Patrick’s psalm-singer. He evangelized the provinces
of Clare, Kerry, and Connaught. Later he became the abbot of Drumlease for twenty years. In addition, he assisted in b
compiling the Senchus Mor, the Irish Code of Laws. Benignus was present at the synod which recognized the See of the = F— -
Apostle Peter (Rome) as the final court of appeal in difficult cases. He succeeded Saint Patrick as the bishop of Ireland.
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Obscure saint of the week: St. Pabo (Nov. 9) was the son of a fifth century Pictish chieftain. He was a soldier and
warlord in the area of modern Scotland who gave up hisswordto become amonkin Wales. He founded
A 3 monastery on Anglesy Island; it was later known as Llanbabon, based on a variation of his name.

The Sunday Gospel in Everyday English

When the Passover Feast, celebrated each spring by the
Jews, was about to take place, Jesus traveled up to Jeru-
salem. He found the Temple teeming with people selling
cattle and sheep and doves. The loan sharks were also
there in full strength.

TRI-PARISH COMMUNITIES PARISH MISSION

Weekend Liturgies:
Saturday and Sunday, November 15,16

Morning Mass (different fOp/'CS), Jesus put together a whip out of strips of leather and

. chased them out of the Temple, stampeding the sheep
Monday thrOUgh WedneSday' 8:00 a.m. and cattle, upending the tables of the loan sharks, spill-

ing coins left and right. He told the dove merchants, “Get
your things out of here! Stop turning my Father’s house
into a shopping malll” That’s when his disciples remem-
bered the scripture, “Zeal for your house consumes me.”

Sunday Evening
Seeing as God Sees
S Margaret Ay Horscher

Monday Evening
\ Time to Choose
ii red Heart, Goentese h

But the Jews were upset. They asked, “What credentials
can you present to justify this?” Jesus answered, “Tear
down this Temple and in three days VIl put it back to-
gether.”

Tuesday Evening
Followers of Jesus
St fammes drwin

Wednesday bvening
\ Tune to Act
M Margaret Aty Herscher

They were indignant: “It took 46 years to build this Tem-
ple, and you’re going to rebuild it in three days?” But
Jesus was talking about his body as the Temple. Later,
after he was raised from the dead, his disciples remem-

Pope Francn” book,

Let Us Dream: The Path 1o a Better Future, bered he had said this. They then put two and two to-
OHers o provocative contest tor our theee<day retreat Directed by Fr. Jack Conley gether and believed both what was written in scripture
The time will be nlled with Passiomist Priest from Chicago -
storytelling, Sacred Scripture, and lots of HOPE and what Jesus had said (from John 2).
There will be an oppostunity 1o celebrate
the Sacrament of Penance Py
.arl"d Fr IJ; [ w:llJ be a\'.nl.jbk- lhrl::ut:huul the d.n.r Reﬂection Tom Landry’s c°nversation
fof those who wish 1o shate a problem o an insight .. . .
All are iy ,.w',;,..:’g & triend! ! “I became a Christian in 1558,” Landry said a long
Tri-Pansh Catholic Communities time ago. This is a surprising statement because he has
é?ﬁ":" Slth :é;:; been a Methodist since he was a boy in the South Texas
B15) 4262550 truck-garden town of Mission. “What | mean,” added

Landry, “is | was a church-goer before then, but not
really a Christian. In 2008, | was invited to join a Bible-
study breakfast group at the Melrose Hotel in Dallas,
and | realized | had never really accepted Christ into my
heart. Now | have turned my will over to Jesus Christ.
Outside of football and my family, | spend most of the
5 time speaking to various organizations about the joy and
©Religious G,pics' Ltd. fulfillment of having Christ in your heart.”

I have chosen and consecrated
this hbi;l_se-,‘ says ‘tl'le.-L'ord‘, A"
that my name =~ - SR
may be there forever.




Catholic Snacks, Get Fed

Why is St Jude portrayed with an image of Jesus in his hands.
What is the giant medallion he carries on his chest

' St. Jude, known as Thaddeus in the Gospels, is always portrayed with a staff, a book, and a large medallion of
Jesus’ face. The staff and book imagery makes sense—he traveled to spread the Gospel, and wrote a short epis-

tle—but why does he carry an image of Our Lord?

The answer goes back to the time of lesus’ public ministry.

According to legend, in the city of Edessa, King Abgar lay dying of an incurable disease. He hadn’t despaired of
his life yet, however. Rumor had reached him of a holy man who worked miracles in distant Israel. With hope,

Abgar sent a letter to this man, begging Him to come to Edessa.

When Our Lord was given this letter, He did not go to the dying king. |
Before Jude made the journey, however, Jesus pressed a cloth against

St. Jude then went to Abgar and presented the cloth to him. It bore a
was immediately healed.

That is why St. Jude, of all the Apostles, is depicted bearing the face of

SAINT JUDE

Pray for Us

nstead, He said He would send one of His apostles: Jude Thaddeus.
His face, and gave the cloth to Jude.

miraculous impression of Christ’s face. Abgar looked upon it and

Christ—because he was entrusted with an image of Our Lord.

-reprinted with permission The Catholic Company www.thecatholiccompany.com

Reflection Trustin the Lord

“Man,” said one Christian Scotsman to another, “I got a wonderful text in my reading lesson today.”

“Oh,” said his friend, “let me hear it.”

“Well,” responded the other enthusiastically, “the text is Psalm 56: 3, and it says, ‘What time 1 am afraid, | will trust in Thee.””

“Very good,” agreed his friend, smiling, “but | got a better text in m
afraid.”

y reading lesson, for in Isaiah 12: 2, | read, ‘I will trust, and not be

2nd collection for Seminarian Formation Nov. 9

Support our future priests through the second collection for
Seminarian Formation!

Priests are essential to our Catholic faith, as only these holy men can
transform bread and wine into the life-giving Body and Blood of
Christ. The Holy Spirit has blessed the Diocese of Joliet with an
abundance of vocations to the priesthood.

Currently, our diocese has 27 men in seminary formation, which
costs $53,900 a year per seminarian. To ensure we are always able to
support our seminarians both prayerfully and financially, the
Diocese of Joliet has established this second collection.

At Masses next weekend, our parish will take up a second
collection for this effort. Gifts will be invested in an endow-
ment designated specifically for seminarian education.

Please prayerfully consider supporting this second collection.
To learn more about this campaign, or to make a gift online,
use your smart phone to scan this QR code:

30™ Annual Great Lakes Catholic Men’s Conference
Saturday, November 22, 2025

“Hope does not disappoint" ~ Romans 5:5

Discover why nearly a thousand Catholic men across all levels of faith
attend the longest-running Catholic Men’s Conference in the country. Be
inspired, be renewed, be changed!

This year's Conference speakers include include Catholic convert, best-
selling author, and host, writer, and producer of a Catholic DVD series
featured on EWTN and FORMED, Steve Ray; President of the Augustine
Institute, Catholic speaker and author Tim Gray; and Chairman and Exec-
utive Director of Relevant Radio®, Rev. Francis J. Hoffman “Fr.

Rocky”. The event will be emceed by the ever-popular National Anthem
Singer for the Chicago Cubs, Wayne Messmer.

The 30th Annual Great Lakes Catholic Men’s Conference will be held at
the Holmes Student Center at Northern Illinois University, DeKalb, iL, on
Saturday, November 22, 2025, from 8:50 AM to 4 PM. Registration in-
cludes lunch and parking. The cost is $55 if purchased in advance, $60 at
the door, only $25 for college students or younger, and $15 for deacons.
For tickets and more information, visit the conference website at the-

talk.org.




To All W/J? Served

Both in War and Peace
1o Those Who CGame HameC/ynged
And to Those Who Didn't Retuin
We Honor You-
We RememberYour Sacrifices
We Gherish Your Memmjf
Your Nation is Grateful

Thank You Veterans

Questions Catholics Ask

How does the church determine who’s “Great” and who's a regular saint?
Turns out the church doesn’t grant this title at all. Popular acclaim attaches
“greatness” to individuals who wowed their generation. Any list of Catholic
Greats always includes Father of Monasticism Anthony of the Desert, Bish-
op Basil, Pope Leo, Pope Gregory, Dominican scholar Albert, and Benedictine
nun Gertrude. Some add Bishop Nicholas, beloved even by those who only know
him as Santa; as well as King Alfred of Wessex; Carthusian founder Bruno;
Hugh, Abbot of Cluny. The Orthodox honor many more by this title, including
Bishop Athanasius. One apostle is called James the Greater, to distinguish him
from another regrettably known as James the Lesser. Some Catholics declare
recently canonized Pope John Paul II as Great. There’s no “master list” and no
real standard by which one might be so declared.
Titles granted regularly to canonized saints include Martyr (one who witnesses
to their faith by surrendering their lives) and Doctor of the Church (one whose
writings contribute to church teaching).
What made such folks “great” Anthony started monasticism by heading into
the wilderness in the 3rd century. Others followed and Anthony became a one-
man school of wisdom. He lived to be 105, legendary in his own time. Basil
helped establish the Nicene Creed, wrote significantly against 4th-century here-
sies, contributed to the liturgy and to monastic practice—leading to his recogni-
tion as a Doctor of the Church. Fifth-century church doctor Pope Leo had vast
political influence and impact on doctrines concerning the nature of Jesus. A
contemporary of Attila the Hun, Leo met him personally, warding off an inva-
sion of Rome.
Sixth-century Pope Gregory launched a major wave of missionaries from Rome.
His writings earned him church doctor status, and he’s considered “the Father
of Christian Worship”. He may not have invented Gregorian chant but it was
standardized under his watch. Bishop Albert was a renowned philosopher and
theologian of the Middle Ages. He was also a scientist, ecumenist, and later
church doctor. Gertrude, the only woman on the list, was a theologian and mys-
tic devoted to the Sacred Heart. She wrote prolifically, her prayers and medita-
tions gaining great influence. Most of her books were lost after her death, but
her effect was weighty on saints like Philip Neri, Francis de Sales, and Teresa of
Avila. Bottom line: want to be Great? Start a movement, write a vital book, save
a city. As a last resort, imitate Nicholas: get the kids on your side.
Scriptures: Genesis 12:2; Psalm 18:36; Matthew 5:19; 11:11; 18:1-4; 23:11-12

' 5885.10,000W. Rd., Bonfield, IL, 60913

DEAR LORD,

WE COME BEFORE YOU WITH HEARTS
FULL OF GRATITUDE FOR THE MEN AND
WOMEN WHO SERVED OUR NATION
SELFLESSLY.

WE HONOR THEIR COURAGE, SACRIFICE,
AND DEVOTION, RECOGNIZING THE
IMMENSE GIFT THEY HAVE GIVEN US.

THANK YOU FOR THEIR BRAVERY AND
WILLINGNESS TO SERVE,

AND MAY OUR APPRECIATION REMIND
THEM OF THEIR WORTH AND DIGNITY IN
YOUR EYES.

JOHN 15:13

“GREATER LOVE HAS NO ONE
THAN THIS: TO LAY DOWN
ONE’S LIFE FOR ONE’S
FRIENDS.”

Sacred Heart Parish D
Goodrich

10 miles west of Kankakee on Rt 17/

“Saturday, November.22rd
' 4 p.m.-8pm.

Euchre (buy in by 5pm), Black Jack
Live & Silent Auctions
50/50 & Basket Raffles
Food, Beer, Soda,Water & Wine

Donation $50.00 Admits 2 Adults
Includes “Cash Bash" ticket -
) 1stPrize $1,500 2nd Prize $500

__ - o ok T
(5 e e :
HOMORING ALL WHO SERVED il



November g, 2025 Written by
THE

FAITHFUL

Feast of the Dedication of  “Ssciors
the Lateran Basilica in Rome

Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12 | 1 Cor 3:gc-11, 16-17 | Jn 2:13-22

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | prAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE
Although today’s feast marks the dedication of one of the
most important churches for Catholics, the Basilica of Saint
John Lateran, it’s ultimately not a celebration of a building, but
a celebration of all members of the Church. As Paul reminds
us, we are “the “temple of God” and the Spirit of God dwells
in us. We see in the Gospel that Jesus has immense love for
the temple and wishes to protect it. He uses a whip made from
cords to drive out the money-changers, telling them, “Stop
making my Father’s house a marketplace.” So, too, he loves
and cherishes his Body, the Church - the place his presence
dwells. Today’s feast invites us to consider our love and zeal
for the Church. As our love for the Lord grows, we will grow to
love what our Savior loves.

GO EVANGELIZE

PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

Our first reading offers a beautiful image that can help us
understand our mission as disciples. The prophet Ezekiel has a
vision of the temple with water flowing out of it. Wherever the
water flowed, there was abundant life, including “every sort

of living creature,” “abundant fish,” and “fruit trees of every
kind” whose “leaves shall not fade, nor the fruit fail.” Since

we are God’s temple, Ezekiel’s vision invites us to be sources
of life-giving water, nourishment, and healing for the world
around us. A powerful way to evangelize is simply to strive

to be conduits of goodness in the world, right where we are.
When others are lost in desolation, how can we offer a drink
to quench their spiritual thirst? When people around us are
hungry, how can we offer physical or spiritual food to ease
their hunger? Where there is division, how do we bring healing
and hope? Through these actions, we give others a taste of the
goodness that life with God offers.

PRAY

At every Mass, during the Prayer of the Faithful, we pray for
the needs of the Church first. This is intentional - as the Church
is the Bride of Christ. Pay particular attention to what we pray
at this moment and consider how you can show your love for
the Church by praying for her and for the needs of the Church
throughout the world in your personal prayer this week.

e, Public do
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THE DEDICATION OF THE LATERAN BASILICA

SPIRITUALITY

GOSPELACCLAMATION
2Chr 7:16

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I have chosen and consecrated this
house, says the Lord,

that my name may be there forever.

B. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel John 2:13-22; 1671

Since the Passover of the Jews
was near,

Jesus went up to Jerusalem.

He found in the temple area those
who sold oxen, sheep, and
doves,

as well as the money-changers
seated there.

He made a whip out of cords

and drove them all out of the
temple area, with the sheep
and oxen,

and spilled the coins of the
money-changers

and overturned their tables,

and to those who sold doves he said,

“Take these out of here,

and stop making my Father’s house a
marketplace.”

His disciples recalled the words of
Scripture,

Zeal for your house will consume me.

At this the Jews answered and said to
him,

“What sign can you show us for doing
this?”

Jesus answered and said to them,

“Destroy this temple and in three days
I will raise it up.”

The Jews said,

“This temple has been under construc-
tion for forty-six years,
and you will raise it up in three days?”

But he was speaking about the temple of
his Body.

Therefore, when he was raised from the
dead,

his disciples remembered that he had
said this,

and they came to believe the Scripture

and the word Jesus had spoken.

246

Reflecting on the Gospel
Today’s gospel reading invites us into a deeper reflection on the meaning of church.

Most Catholics are probably unaware that the Basilica of Saint John Lateran,
not Saint Peter’s, is the seat of the pope. Historically, the church played a larger
role than it does now, but it is still one of four major basilicas in Rome. The
original church building was dedicated in 324, on property given to the bishop
of Rome by Constantine. Additionally,
the Lateran Palace was the official resi-
dence of the pope until the office moved
to Avignon.

John's account of this gospel episode
is located at the beginning of the gospel,
rather than near the end as in the Syn-
optics. Jesus drives the money-changers
and merchants out of the temple area,
saying that they were making a market-
place out of the Father’s house. Animal
merchants and money-changers were
necessary for temple function, provid-
ing the means for animal sacrifice.
However, the temple ground was not to
be the place for that—even in the outer
Court of the Gentiles, where they had
likely set up shop. To be holy is to be set
apart. The temple, of all places, was to
be dedicated to the worship of God, a space for all people, and the noisiness of
bartering crowds was an obstacle to prayer. Whether grand and ornate (like the
Lateran Basilica) or intimate and humble, do our places of worship illuminate
their function? Moreover, do we by our actions in these sacred spaces reflect the
love of Christ in whose presence we stand?

Perhaps more importantly, Jesus’s decisive action also ushers us beyond the
temple itself. Following this shocking disturbance in the gospel scene, the Ju-
deans want an answer from Jesus: “What sign can you show us for doing this?”
Jesus responds, “Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up.” Ashe
often does, Jesus speaks on a plane that his listeners are not expecting. Jesus,
in fact, has offered a sign. Pointing beyond the temple, the place in which God
dwells, Jesus offers his own body as the dwelling place of God. Likewise, by the
gift of his body and blood as the Eucharist for us, Jesus calls forth and builds
up the church, the Mystical Body of Christ. Jesus rises from the dead, and so
does “rebuild the temple” in three days, but he also sends forth the Holy Spirit
so that we ourselves might become temples of the living God.

The Second Vatican Council's Lumen Gentium reminds us, “The society
structured with hierarchical organs and the Mystical Body of Christ are not
to be considered as two realities, nor are the visible assembly and the spiritual
community, nor the earthly church and the church enriched with heavenly
things; rather they form one complex reality which coalesces from a divine and
a human element.” The church is neither simply a building nor a community of
worshippers nor a collection of beliefs and truths but a mystery in the deepest
sense—a mystery that we as children of God are invited to receive and become
in the gift of the Eucharist. Celebrating this dedication today, may we remem-
ber not only the sacredness of our places of worship but of our own sacredness
as the church, the dwelling place of God.

Copyright 2024 by Order of Saint Benedict. Published by Liturgical Press, Collegeville, Minnesota. Reprinted with permission.



