'1he Roman Catholic Parishes ot
St. Margaret Mary, Herscher
St. James the Apostle, Irwin
Sacred Heart, Goodrich

25TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME SEPTEMBER 20-21, 2025
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Weekend Masses: 1, Confessions: |
ISt. Margaret Mary  Sat. 5:00 pm Sun. 10:30 am IISt. Margaret Mary Sat. 4:15 pm |
lSacred Heart Sun. 7:30 am I|Sacred Heart Sun. 7:05-7:20 am 1
j St. James Sun 9:00 am I|St. James Sun 8:35-8:50 am |
- em mm e e e mm Em e e ew s mm e s mm e o e d E E o e e A Em E E e Es Ee e s Em mm o s e o)

Church Mailing Address: 207 E. 5th Street Herscher, IL 60941 Phone: 815-426-2550
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§St. Margaret Mary—$1.737

= Sacred Heart—$1,837

:St. James—$1,829

Thank you for your generosity!

— e

SCHOLARSHIP
OPPORTUNITY  veer Aemtcontsmustve:

Mary and attend a Catholic grade or high school or a Catholic uni-
versity. Please submit a letter to Fr. Ron at the Tri-Parish office

S sssuzsasssEnses
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Letters of application are now
being accepted for the Theresa
Fritz Catholic Education Schol-
arship for the 2025-2026 school
year. Applicants must be a

explaining which school you are attending and your reason(s) for
choosing a Catholic school. Letters need to be received in the
office by October 3, 2025.

Kids Helping Kids

The tri-parish religious ed programs are working together this year
to raise money for a charity that helps children. Sacred Heart will be
doing a few fundraisers this year for this purpose. There is a jug in
the back of the church for anyone to make any donations. It will be
there throughout the school year.

Reflection In the Likeness of God I

I Verbally, we seem to be committed to the idea that man is creat- *
° ed in the likeness of God. But are we committed to it intellectually? |

If the divine likeness is our promise, then the question arises: How |
“ should a being created in the likeness of God act, think, feel? How!

. should we live in a way which is compatible with our being a Iike-l
| ness of God? .

CONGRATULATIONS TO
CARTER SMITH & HILLARY WEBB

HO WERE JOINED IN HOLY MATRIMONY
ON SATURDAY, AUGUST 30, 2025

AT ST. MARGARET MARY , HERSCHER

Parish News:
All Parishes—

= Our Adult Ed class will resume in the fall. If you are inter-
ested in attending, please call the office to register. As in
the past it will be on Wednesday nights. We will start our
sessions on September 24 at St. James. Classes begin at
7:00 pm.

= It’s time for a new Pictorial Directory! Our dates are Oct.
16-18. Just for participating you will receive a complimen-
tary 8 x 10 portrait and a church directory. Be watching for
more upcoming information,.

= Wits Workout will be moved to St. James hall from August
25 until further notice. Everyone is welcome; you can begin
at any time. Wits Workout is on Monday from 1-2pm. If
you would like to join us, please call Natalia at Catholic
Charities at 815-933-7791 ext. 9954.

= Tri-Parish Office Hours— Our office hours are Monday,
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday 9am—12 pm.

St. Margaret Mary-

Undy Sunday donations will be collected in the entry Oct.
10-19th See page 4 for more information.

= Weekday masses until further notice are Mondays at Sacred
Heart and Fridays at St. James.

St. James-
=> Pumpkin and Gourd Sale September 28th.
Sacred Heart-

=» Beginning this Sunday, Sept. 14, Sacred Heart CCW is spon-
soring a “Baby Shower” to benefit Living Alternatives Preg-
nancy Center of Kankakee. A basket will be atthe en-
trance of the church with empty baby bottles to put cash or
a check (made out to Sacred Heart CCW) and return by
Sept. 28. There is also a list of ideas of items that you may
donate.

Sept. 22 & 23 painting the outside of Parish Hall 8:30am
Questions -call Kendall Wenzelman or Joe Petersen

Luguy

Sunday Oct. 5th will be the CCW's annual Bake Sale at the
Salina Fire Dept. in Bonfield. Your generosity is always
greatly appreciated

il

PUMPKIN AND GOURD SALE

4 : Sunday September 28th St. James will be selling pumpkins and gourds after the 9am Mass. A free

W will donation will be accepted. The proceeds from the sale will be going to the RE program to
benefit the Kids Helping Kids project. Thank you for supporting the RE children's outreach project.
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DEvoTE YOURSEIVES T

_) God invites each of us to develop a
Where: St. Margaret Mary Church, Main St., Herscher, illinois ? /" ]
i s

deeper prayer life, to listen for his
voice, and seek his guid-
ance. In our busy lives, this can be
hard to do, especially when we
feel alone, anxious, or discouraged. Perhaps the TriParish Prayer
Group could be your opportunity to spend an hour in communal
prayer beyond the Sunday Mass celebration. Together we can be
schooled in St. Paul’s entreaty to “pray without ceasing.” 1Th
5:17. Praying with and for others is an experience guiding us to
include different forms of prayer: song, adoration, thanksgiving,
and intercession. The TriParish Prayer Group meets each Monday
evening at 7 pm at St. James Hall. YOU are invited.

LR AN
When: October 11, 2025 — ROSARY WILL BEGIN AT 12:00 NOON B £ °8 &

THEY Will
KNOW you
BY YOUR |-0VE

Questions Catholics Ask

Are parishes necessary?

Christianity existed well before the present parish system. Before there was a
church building on the corner—with its Mass schedule, programs, pastor, and
support staff—the followers of Jesus still managed to preach the gospel and
share Eucharist. So technically, the answer is no: the parish structure as we know
it is not essential. But if by parish you mean a defined and stable community that
assembles for worship and embraces a certain responsibility for one another, the
answer is yes: such a community is vital to the fabric of Christian life.

It's helpful to distinguish Christian faith from an individual spiritual practice. The
goal of Christianity isn’t personal enlightenment, getting your act together, or
building a satisfying moral ethos. From the beginning, Jesus chose to gather a
community of disciples to live with him, share resources in common, and learn
his teachings. There was never a time when Christian life was envisioned as a set
of principles to live by that could be adopted and practiced on your own terms. From the first generation of the church, believers met in
each other’s homes, prayed together, and shared what they had with those in need.

The gospel teaches how to live responsively with others. Loving our neighbors and enemies too, forgiving offenses, welcoming
strangers, caring for the unfortunate—we engage these actions in service of others. Our faith is proven out by how we treat others.
“Faith without works is dead,” says the Letter of James. Onlookers of the early community could rightfully say: “See how these Chris-
tians love one another.” No one was ever quoted as saying: “See how these Christians go to church.” While the gathering was essential
to becoming the Body of Christ, registering for membership and weekly envelopes wasn’t the point.

The pre-parish house churches were more intimate, and perhaps more attractive, than today’s sprawling parishes which can feel alien-
ating especially to newcomers. Meeting in homes was also necessary for a community that was vaguely suspect—and that dove into the
catacombs when later judged to be outright criminal. Public worship, in buildings established for this purpose, was the gift (and in some
ways the curse) of Christianity’s legality under Emperor Constantine in the 4th century. As the nature of community in our media age is
transformed, how we are church tomorrow will doubtless evolve too.

Scriptures: Matthew 4:18-22; 25:31-45; 26:26-28; Luke 24:13-35; John 15:11-17; 18:20-26; Acts 2:42-47; 4:32-35; 1 Corinthians 12:1—
13:13; Ephesians 3:14-22; 4:1-16; James 2:14-18; 1 Peter 2:4-5
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Twenty-fifth Sunday “DisciprE
in Ordinary Time
Am 8:4-7|1Tim 2:1-8 | Lk 16:1-13

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | PrAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

As Catholics we understand that none of our actions are truly
isolated. Every virtue we practice or sin we commit affects
others because we are all members of the body of Christ.
Today’s readings from the Old and New Testaments highlight
our interconnectedness and offer guidance for how to order
the life of the community according to God’s will. The key to
tranquil communal life is to consider the needs of others as
important as our own. In the first reading, the prophet Amos
decries those who exploit the poor for personal gain, putting
profit over the common good. in the second reading, St. Paul
begs the community to pray not only for themselves and for
their close relatives, but to offer prayer and supplication for
everyone. It's tempting to buy into the perspective that we
need only focus on our own life. But the Lord invites us into
authentic community where we intercede, sacrifice for and
build up the kingdom together.

GO EVANGELIZE

PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

| like to think of myself as a trustworthy person, and I'd expect
most of us would consider ourselves the same. But as the Lord
convicts my heart with today’s Gospel reading about those
who are trustworthy or untrustworthy in big and small matters,
| hear the Holy Spirit inviting me to ponder deeper questions:
Perhaps | don’t intentionally deceive people and | aim to keep
my word, but when someone’s name or reputation comes up in
conversation, can | be trusted to build them up? Do | fall prey
to petty gossip, or simply sit idly by as others fall? | am true to
scheduled commitments | make, but am | trustworthy with how
| spend all my time? Do | use the gift of time for God’s greater
glory, or do | squander it with excessive scrolling or mindless
TV shows? The Spirit doesn’t want us to be scrupulous, and
everything must be understood through God’s merciful gaze.
But the Lord does intend to purify us so that we can live more
fully in communion with him.

'REFLECT

Today, consider how you are invited to live in community and
contribute to the building of a Christ-like culture. How are you
called to more trustworthy stewardship of the gifts and time
God has given you so that you can use them for building up
the body of Christ?
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