The Roman Catholic Parishes of
St. Margaret Mary, Herscher
St. James the Apostle, Irwin
Sacred Heart, Goodrich

14TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME JuULy 5-6, 2025
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I_Weekend Masses: 1, Confessions:

|St. Margaret Mary  Sat. 5:00 pm Sun. 10:30 am I|St. Margaret Mary Sat. 4:15 pm

ISacred Heart Sun. 7:30 am IISacred Heart Sun. 7:05-7:20 am

1 St. James Sun 9:00am I|St.James Sun 8:35-8:50 am
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Church Mailing Address: 207 E. 5th Street Herscher, IL 60941 Phone: 815-426-2550




Quotable: "Resisting all forms of indifference, it appeals to consciences ... ever attentive to the cry of the poor, the needy and the
marginalized, as well as to contemporary challenges, ranging from the protection of creation to artificial intelligence.
—Pope Leo XIV (to world diplomats, May 16, 2025)
15th Sunday in Ordinary Time July 12-13, 2025
Liturgical St. Margaret Mary Sacred Heart St. James St. Margaret Mary
Schedule Saturday, July 12 Sunday, July 13 Sunday, July 13 Sunday, July
5:00 pm 7:30 am 9:00 am 10:30 am
Celebrant Fr. Ron Fr. Ron Fr. Ron Fr. Ron
Deacon Ron
Ushers Dan Hoffman Dennis Pankey Vic Carlile Jeremy Wolles
Dave Emling James Mallaney Bob Buente Sean Riordan
Todd Datweiler Dennis O’Connor Wayne Bisaillon
Bob Schuitz Cathy Jensen Brent Fulton
Lector Bobbi Buza Rhonda Berns Kelly Buente Julie Splear
Eucharistic
Minister
Servers
Greeters Greeter—Dallas Ferris Wayne Bisaillon
R. Leader—Rita Thiesen

Mass Intentions for the Week

Monday, July7  (SMM)

8:00 am +Tom Buckley (Schneider Family)
Tuesday, July8 (SH)

8:00 am +Emile Denault (Jackie Cross)

Wednesday, July9  (S))

8:00 am (SJ)

Friday, July 11

8:00 am

+Vaughn Peerbolte

(SMM)

+Todd Hilderbrand

(The Legris Family)

(Mariann Lane)

A Look Ahead

Tuesday, July 8—SH CCW meeting 6:30
July 19/20—K of C Auxiliary selling 50/50 tickets
Sunday, July 27—K of C Ladies Auxiliary Ice Cream Social

Pastor— Fr. Ron Neitzke- 815-426-2550
Deacon - Ron Gagnon— rjgckg@aol.com
Home—815-933-4077
Parish Email - smm_sja_sh@yahoo.com

Saturday, July12 (SMM)

5:00 pm +Laura Jensen (Margarita Thiesen Famliy)
+Mary Polvere (Rob/Gayle Landeck)

Sunday, July 13

7:30am (SH) +Rosalie Denault, Floyd Tobenski, Francis

Berns, & Peggy Pepin (The Family)

9:00am (SJ))  +Lauralensen (Tom/Maureen O’Connor)
+Jeff Cooley (Maryann Cooley)

10:30 am (SMM) For All the Parish Family

Question of the Week
How am | willing to labor this week to add to Jesus’ harvest?

TriParish web page — www.triparishcatholics.org
Like us on Facebook triparishcatholic communities
Tri Parish Church office —Barb Riker 426-2550

Julie Bisaillon 426-2550
Bulletin — Debbie lensen - 426-2550
debjen04@gmail.com
Religious Education ~
St. MM - Jill Fulton ifulton.stmm@gmail.com
Sacred Heart — Rhonda Berns — 426-5015
St. James—Tanhya Osenga tosenga8l@gmail.com
Parish Nurse - Jackie Eberle — 815-421-4048
Prayer Line-
SMM -janice 815-426-2574 Jdstreefarms@aol.com
St. James— Mary Offerman—602-670-8888 (call or text)
Sacred Heart-Marilyn Pfeiffer 815-955-8246 (call or text)
Terri Weakley— 815-514-8171




Collections Weekend of June 28-29, 2025
St. Margaret Mary—5$1,818 Peter's Pence— $491
Sacred Heart—$866 Peter’s Pence—$508
St. James—$2,2399 Peter's Pence—5337
Thank you for your generosity!
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Reflection A Rich Beggar

A saintly friar moved around wearing nothing but beggar’s rags
and, incongruously, a golden begging bow! gifted to him by a noble-
man, who was his disciple.

One night he was about to lie down to sleep among the ruins of an
ancient monastery when he noticed a thief lurking behind one of the
columns. “Here, take this,” said the friar, holding out the begging
bowl. “That way you won’t disturb me once | have fallen asleep.”

The thief eagerly grabbed the bow! and made off — only to return
the next morning with the bowl and a request. He said, “When you
gave away this bowl so freely last night, you made me feel very poor.
Teach me how to acquire the riches that make this kind of lightheart-
ed detachment possible.”
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Welcome into the faith to
Scottie Marie Reynolds
daughter of Ashley and Christopher Reynolds
who was baptized at St. Margaret Mary
on June 28m, 2025
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Welcome into the faith to
Briggs William Reynolds
son of Ashley and Christopher Reynolds
> who was baptized at St. Margaret Mary
on June 28,2025
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Parish News:

All Parishes—

= The Knights of Columbus Ladies Auxiliary will be selling
50/50 Raffle Tickets after all the masses the weekend of
July 19th/20th .

There will be no Knights of Columbus Meeting in July due to
summer vacations. The next meeting will be August 25, at
7:00 PM at St James.

Tri-Parish Office Hours— Our office hours are Monday,
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday 9am—12 pm.

St. Margaret Mary-
St. James-

Sacred Heart-

= Tuesday, July 8—SH CCW meeting at 6:30. Please bring a
refreshment to share.

Knights of Columbus Ladies Auxiliary
Ice Cream Social
Sunday, July 27,2025 _2:00 pm—4:00 pm

X Bingo
Ice Cream Sundaes Basket Raffle
Cookies I 50/50 Raffle

Free Will Donation
St. James Church Hall (in lrwin)
4372 Main St. Kankakee, IL
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Statues of St. Margaret Mary and St. James the Apostle

The making of the statues of St. Margaret Mary and St. James has
begun. We are looking to raise additional funds to buy pedestals for
the statues and other miscellaneous items. If you want to contribute
to this project, please put your donation into an envelope and write
“statue” on the outside of it. Also, please put a note in the envelope
stating “gift of” or “in memory of” so we can make the appropriate no-
tation. Thank you!

A Morning Offering.

O my Jesus, through the Immaculate Heart of Mary,
| offer you all my prayers, works, joys,

and sufferings of this day,

for all the intentions of your Sacred Heart,

in union with the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass

offered throughout the world,

in reparation for my sins,

for the intentions of my relatives and friends
and in particular for the for all the intention

of the Holy Father. Amen.



From the Pastor s Pen // July 5-6, 2025

Obscure saint of the week: St. Benedict (July 11) was born to the Roman nobility. He was the twin ¥
brother of Saint Scholastica. Benedict studied in Rome, but was dismayed by the lack of discipline and the
lackadaisical attitude of his fellow students. He fled to the mountains near Subiaco, Italy, living as

a hermit in a cave for three years. He is reported to have been fed by a raven. Benedict was a friend

of Saint Romanus of Subiaco who lived as a nearby hermit. He was known as the spiritual teacher

of Saint Placid. Benedict’s virtues caused an abbey to request him to lead them. Benedict also founded
the monastery at Monte Cassino, where he wrote the Rule of his order. His discipline was such that an
attempt was made on his life; some monks tried by poisoning him, but he blessed the cup and rendered it
harmless. He returned to his cave, but continued to attract followers, and eventually established

twelve monasteries. He had the ability to read consciences, the gift of prophecy, and could forestall
attacks of the devil. He destroyed pagan statues and altars and drove demons from groves sacred to pagans. At one point there were
over 40,000 monasteries guided by the Benedictine Rule. A summation of the Benedict’s Rule: “Pray and work.”

Other obscure saint of the week: St. Dominica of Campania (July 6) was the daughter of Doroteo and Arse-
nia. She was martyred in the persecutions of Diocletian for destroying pagan idols.

The Sunday Gospel in Everyday English

Later the Master selected 70 and sent them ahead of him in pairs to every town and place where he intended to go. He gave them this
charge:

“What a huge harvest! And how few the harvest hands. So, on your knees; ask the God of the Harvest to send harvest hands.
“On your way! But be careful—this is hazardous work. You're like lambs in a wolf pack.

“Travel light. Comb and toothbrush and no extra luggage.

“Don’t loiter and make small talk with everyone you meet along the way.

“When you enter a home, greet the family, ‘Peace.’ If your greeting is received, then it’s a good place to stay. But if it’s not received, take
it back and get out. Don’t impose yourself.

“Stay at one home, taking your meals there, for a worker deserves three square meals. Don’t move from house to house, looking for the
best cook in town.

“When you enter a town and are received, eat what they set before you, heal anyone who is sick, and tell them, ‘God’s kingdom is right
on your doorstep!’

“When you enter a town and are not received, go out in the street and say, ‘The only thing we got from you is the dirt on our feet, and

we’re giving it back. Did you have any idea that God's kingdom was right on your doorstep?’ Sodom will have it better on Judgment Day
than the town that rejects you.”

The 70 came back triumphant. “Master, even the demons danced to your tunel”

lesus said, “I know. | saw Satan fall, a bolt of lightning out of the sky. See what I've given you? Safe passage as you walk on snakes and
icorpions, and protection from every assault of the Enemy. No one can put a hand on you. All the same, the great triumph is not in your
uthority over evil, but in God’s authority over you and presence with you. Not what you do for God but what God does for you—that’s
he agenda for rejoicing” (from Luke 10).



Catholic Snacks, Get Fed

Who was the first saint to be given the Sacred Heart devotion?

Most of us associate the Sacred Heart devotion with St. Margaret Mary Alacoque. While Je-
sus chose her to spread this devotion throughout the Catholic world, He first introduced her
to His Heart through the writings of a saint 400 years her senijor: St. Gertrude the Great.

Gertrude was a Benedictine sister born in 1256 in Germany. By the age of 26, she was highly
educated as a grammarian. She suddenly realized, however, that her academic accomplish-
ments were not helping her get to heaven.

While she struggled with anxiety because of this, Our Lord appeared to Gertrude and com-
forted her, inflaming her with zeal for theology and the spiritual edification of her fellow
Benedictines. She devoted herself to prayer and writing.

Gertrude’s recurring theme was the Heart of Jesus. Our Lord often spoke of It to her in vi-
sions. Once, He showed her His Heart and the graces which flow from It. He even allowed her—like St. John—to hear It beating.

Our Lord taught Gertrude that the love in His Heart for each and every soul is deep, intimate, and personal. He told her how He
longed for every soul to come to Him in prayer and cultivate a personal relationship with Him.

Today is the feast of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus and the perfect reminder to keep close to His heart, which burns with love
for you.

-reprinted with permission The Catholic Company www.thecatholiccompany.com

Contact Debbie Jensen for ticket 815-953-6492. Proceeds for Wreaths
Across America Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery in Elwood.

Gospel Shorts - The Best Case for Rejoicing

When Jesus sent out 70 followers to proclaim the
Kingdom of God, they were pleasantly surprised at
the results. They saw negative forces defeated
and lives changed. They returned with great joy.

lesus suggested that their mission was cause for
celebration, but the best cause for rejoicing was that
their names were written in heaven. To live in obedi-
ence to Christ is to be a victor here and now and to
be assured of the blessings of eternity.

v Ameri - agxiliary, Unig
Hersc [w“ﬁ?mteg% pary #795

Sunday--August 10, 2025

1:.00 p.m. $20.00
Herscher Legion Community Building
102 S. Oak Street, Herscher

Fundraiser for Wreaths Across America

Lunch served with lemonade, water and cash ba
Then play bunco

Door prizes plus _é
Ba-d‘et We awards for the Rarr

winners!
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he harvest is rich
but the workers are few
LK.10:2

Limited number of tickets for purchase
Auxiliary Members have tickets available
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’, Questions, call Thelma Webber @815-953-2908
accept our -
offerings ,———== 1|
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LITTLE KNOWN GOSPEL STORIES : |

SAVE THE DATE 1| JESUS HEALS A MAN BoRN
WITHOUT FASHION SENSE .
The Celebration of the conclusion of the National Eucharistic Revival e

will take place at the Cathedral of St. Raymond Nonnatus in Joliet

on Sunday July 13 beginning with the 10:30 am Mass. TV R
After the Mass Bishop Hicks will lead a Eucharistic Procession o Omxgosk { [,\)h9 am I
around the Cathedral grounds ending wear{na black socks With

N /A in the Cathedral with Benediction. ,ste sandals ?
i Mark your calendar and make plans to attend VO | e -

this Mass and Eucharistic Procession.

TAKE UP
YOUR CROSS
AND FOLLOW ME

©Religious Graphics, Ltd

Questions Catholics Ask
Where did the idea of a Pre-Cana program come from?

>

] It's a real boon to the lay church that we have the whole Cana movement. Before
the Second Vatican Council, the notion of having a vocation to marriage was not
| well developed. Although great preparation surrounded the choice for vowed
religious life or priesthood, virtually no formation was undergone for the Sacra-
ment of Marriage. When a Jesuit priest John P. Delaney gave a retreat for mar-
¥ ried couples in New York in 1943, the concept was novel enough for a write-up
| in America magazine.

This gave some Catholics in St. Louis the desire to try something similar, asking
Jesuit Edward Dowling to create a program for them. Dowling’s retreat in 1944
was first called a Cana Conference—a reference to the wedding feast in John’s
gospel at which Jesus performs his first miracle. These retreats quickly took on
the aspect of a movement, became formalized into a program in Chicago under
diocesan priest and justice activist John Egan. Egan also promoted Pre-Cana Con-

The Cana approach was to discuss real marital situations in
the context of a life of faith.

ferences for engaged couples preparing for marriage.

What made these conferences unusual is that they didn’t stick to the narrow lane of an average retreat: all spiritual talk with little
practical application. The Cana approach was to discuss real marital situations in the context of a life of faith. The atmosphere was
relaxed and friendly, unlike the severe lecture style of most retreats of the period. Laypeople appreciated attention being paid to the
all-important vocations of marriage, child-rearing, and community-building by their church. Before long, the Cana movement went
nationwide, and diocesan offices to promote the ministry were assembled.

The success of Cana and Pre-Cana led to experiments with the format for other formerly unrecognized groups in the church. Those
who’d lost a spouse could attend Naim Conferences: so-called after the story of the widowed woman of Naim who elicits the compas-
sion of Jesus in Luke’s gospel. Bethany Conferences, named for the presumably unmarried biblical siblings Martha, Mary, and Lazarus,
was developed for single Catholics. These programs were all popular in the 1950s and 60s, but the Pre-Cana movement alone left an
endurable mark on marriage formation preparation in the United States. Engaged Encounter, Marriage Encounter, and Second Mar-
riage Preparation programs today owe some debt to Cana for focusing pastoral attention on the needs of families to be prepared for
their great and singular work in the church and society.

Scripture: Cana John 2:1-11; Naim Luke 7: 11-17; Bethany Luke 10:38-42; John 11:1-44; 12:1-8




Iuly 6, 2025 Written by
THE

Fourteenth Sunday DiscirLe
in Ordinary Time
Is 66:10-14c | Gal 6:14-18 | Lk 10:1-12, 17-20

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | pray, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

Our calling as disciples of Christ is to evangelize. To be honest,
it’s something many of us aren’t entirely comfortable with.
Anyone who has ever felt ill-equipped to share the faith with
family or friends should be reassured by today’s Gospel. Jesus’
early followers probably feit unprepared to share the news
that the kingdom of God was at hand - and they received their
marching orders from Jesus himself! When Jesus sent the
seventy-two out to proclaim his coming, he knew they would
feel insecure. He sent them without money, sandals, or even

a sack for travel, and told them they would be lambs among
wolves. How nervous they must have been given that ominous
warning! Still, they believed they would have what they
needed. Sure enough, their work was successful. They rejoiced
because they could cast out demons in his name - something
they never imagined was possible. They turned hearts to Christ
because they trusted and obeyed him.

GO EVANGELIZE

PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

When it comes to sharing our faith with the people God puts in
our lives, we’re asked to do the same as the seventy-two: Obey
Jesus’ command to go out and proclaim his kingdom and

trust we will have what we need. It isn’t necessary to rehearse
our testimony. We don’t need to memorize the Scriptures or
cite chapter and verse. An advanced degree in theology isn't
required. What is needed? Ears for listening and the patience
to act. Listen closely for the person who says they're afraid

or alone, confused or hurting. Listen with compassion to the
person who feels abandoned by God. Listen with an open
heart to the person who shares doubts or disappointments.
Wait for an opening in the conversation to remind him or her
that God loves them through every struggle. And share your
faith through the power of prayer.

PRAY

This week, find that someone in your life who may be hurting
for whatever reason. Tell them you will pray for them and offer
to pray with them. Prayer and compassion are our marching
orders, and we can follow them by trusting Jesus is right there
with us when we need him.




SPIRITUALITY

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Col 3:15a, 16a

K. Alleluia, aileluia.

Let the peace of Christ control your hearts;
let the word of Christ dwell in you richly.
R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel Luke 10:112,17-20;L102C

At that time the Lord appointed sev-
enty-two others
whom he sent ahead of him in pairs
to every town and place he intended
to visit.
He said to them,
“The harvest is abundant but the la-
borers are few;
so ask the master of the harvest
to send out laborers for his harvest.
Go on your way;
behold, I am sending you like lambs
among wolves.
Carry no money bag, no sack, no
sandals;
and greet no one along the way.
Into whatever house you enter, first say,
‘Peace to this household.
If a peaceful person lives there,
your peace will rest on him;
but if not, it will return to you.
Stay in the same house and eat and
drink what is offered to you,
for the laborer deserves his payment.
Do not move about from one house to
another.
Whatever town you enter and they wel-
come you,
eat what is set before you,
cure the sick in it and say to them,
‘The kingdom of God is at hand for
you.'
Whatever town you enter and they do
not receive you,
go out into the streets and say,
‘The dust of your town that clings to
our feet,
even that we shake off against you.'

Continued in Appendix A, p. 303,

or Luke 10:1-9, m Appendix A, p. 303.

F_O'URT'E'ENTI-'I SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Reflecting on the Gospel

A recent radio interview featured a journalist who decided to spend a year
doing jobs that most Americans will not do. One of these jobs was to harvest
lettuce. For two months he was the only White person toiling among Mexican
migrant workers. He described the backbreaking labor vividly and how he

had to become numb to the pains in his back and hands and arms to make it
through each day. He had to
ignore his fierce thirst in the re-
lentless heat and sun, for to take
a break to get water would put
him hopelessly behind.

What was most impressive
in his story was the way that
people helped one another in
the fields. When one person was
sick and could not keep up the
pace, all the others automatically
took on a bit more of a load to
help her get through the day.

In today's gospel Jesus invites
his disciples to take up the very
strenuous work of evangeliza-
tion. As in the lettuce fields, the
harvest is abundant, but those
who are willing to take on this
demanding work are few. Those who do take it up are “like lambs among wolves,”
gentle and loving, while facing fierce opposition that could even devour them.
Like migrant workers in the United States, whose presence is unwanted yet whose
work is indispensable, laborers in God’s vineyard also face frequent rejection.

Their vulnerability proclaims an alternative kind of power to that of the
reigning systems: God’s saving power of love in the crucified Christ. Through-
out, they are to be bearers of peace proclaiming God's reign. What would entice
anyone to take up such work?

The last part of the gospel points to the rewarding aspects of this difficult
work. When proclaimers of the gospel can see that the power they use for good
is able to transform evil situations, the ensuing joy is indescribable. 1t is essen-
tial for them, however, not to focus on the visible results of their handiwork and
not to take false pride in what they may think has been accomplished by their
own efforts. Their true joy comes from acknowledging the divine source of the
power they are able to wield, as they entrust themselves fully to the One who
has called them to mission.

Like the returning exiles addressed in the first reading, who are filled with
rejoicing over the rebuilding of Jerusalem, they know that they rest under God’s
protective mantle, where they may “suck fully of the milk of her comfort,”
and “nurse with delight at her abundant breasts.” It is the Holy One who will
“spread prosperity over Jerusalem like a river,” carrying its inhabitants in her
arms, fondling them in her lap, “as a mother comforts her child.”

Those who respond to Jesus’s invitation to go out into the fields never go
alone. Like the workers cutting lettuce, they have partners who rally in sup-
port of anyone who is flagging, ensuring that none is left behind and that all
together share in the joy of a successful harvest.

Copyright 2024 by Order of Saint Benedict. Published by Liturgical Press, Collegeville, Minnesota. Reprinted with permission.




